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1. What are the specific strong points with which your town will contribute to the CENTROPE initiative?
First of all, the City of Brno can, within the framework of CENTROPE initiative, offer years of experience in foreign relations and cross-border cooperation with Austrian partners. Since the beginning of the 90s Brno has been a partner to Lower Austria and later to Vienna in tens of projects. The partnership of Brno and Vienna has up to now developed to one of the most extensive partnerships Brno has. The idea of building of a powerful Central European Region of CENTROPE has been built on this basis. 

2. How can the CENTROPE initiative contribute to this region's prosperity? 

We should realize that we are moving into unknown territory – the project of strengthening relations and building a large region with more than six million people is off the beaten track even in the EU. Worthful aspect of the CENTROPE concept is that it invites all relevant authorities in the neighbouring regions to cooperation. This should bring benefits to all inhabitants.
3. What are the key cooperation priorities in the CENTROPE region?
The key priorities of the City of Brno for cooperation in the CENTROPE region are reflected in the thematic groups of the CENTROPE Capacity project. These namely include the knowledge management, human resources development, spatial integration, and the support of culture and tourism. We believe that the CENTROPE Capacity project will help to develop a single common marketing of the CENTROPE region, improve the infrastructure and thus improve the competitiveness of the region within the EU.  

4. When  you ask a EU citizen in ten years´ time what should he imagine under CENTROPE? What should CENTROPE be a symbol of?
Transport connections including local airports, good railway network, intensive cooperation between cross-border towns, and especially good knowledge of languages, since without communication and mutual understanding there is no cooperation.  It is about the attractions of a region which can offer job opportunities, mobility, etc. Personally I would like to highlight folk traditions and celebrations that every town and village carries on for next generations.  Learning about the traditions of our neighbours can help to deepen the sense of belonging to and identification with the CENTROPE region.  I must mention the fact that CENTROPE is a world-famous wine-growing region and that the Moravian, Slovak, Austrian, and Hungarian wine growers have recently proved that they are able to grow excellent award-winning wines.  This is another proof of the fact that we belong together and are close to each other. 

